


Chiming of the Hour 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                     “Highland Legend”        arr. Moss     
Orchestra 

    

*  Call to Worship 

 

Leader:  I am bending my knee 

        in the Eye of the Father, who created me, 
People:  In the Eye of the Son, who purchased me, 
         in the Eye of the Spirit, who cleansed me.  
Leader:  By your own Anointed One, O God,  
        bestow upon us fullness in our need. 
People:  Love towards God, the affection of God, 
  the smile of God, 
        the wisdom of God, the grace of God,  
  the fear of God,   
Leader:   And the will of God to do on the world of 
  the Three  
         as angels and saints do in heaven; 
People:  Each shade and light, each day and night, 
         each time in kindness, give us your Spirit. 
    (from the Carmina Gadelica—”Songs of the Gaels”) 

   

*  Opening Prayer (Unison)  
 

Christ be with me; Christ before me; 
Christ behind me; Christ within me; 
Christ beneath me; Christ above me; 
Christ on my right; Christ on my left; 
Christ where I lie; Christ where I sit; 
Christ where I arise. 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me; 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me; 
Christ in every eye that sees me; 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
Salvation is of the Lord. Amen. 

           (Prayer of St. Patrick) 
 

Anthem:       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”     arr. Dunn  
Choir and Soloist: Abigail Norris 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

 

 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
And order all things far and nigh; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And cause us in her way to go. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of Nations bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease; 
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

 

Lighting of the 2nd Advent Candle 

Brandon, Liz, Mary Gray, Walker, and Charlie Cox 

 

Prayer for Children 

   (Ages K3-1st Grade may leave for Children’s Church) 
 

Little ones to Him belong: 
Lord Jesus, bless our children.  Amen. 

 

Anthem           “Sussex Carol”        arr. Hagenberg   
Choir with Soloist: Cheryl Ledford 

 

On Christmas night all Christians sing, 
To hear the news the angels bring, 
News of great joy, news of great mirth. 
News of our merciful King’s birth. 
 

Then why should men on earth be sad,  
Since our Redeemer made us glad; 
When from our sins He set us free, 
All for to gain our liberty. 
 

When sin departs before his grace 

Then life and health come in its place; 
Angels and men with joy may sing. 
All for to see the newborn King. 
 

All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night, 
Glory to God in highest heaven. 
Now and forever more amen! 
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Celtic Christmas Service 



Scripture Reading  Luke 1:46-55 

L:      And Mary said,  
     “My soul magnifies the Lord,  
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
P: P: For he has looked on the humble estate of his  
  servant.  
     For behold, from now on all generations will 
  call me blessed;  
          for he who is mighty has done great things for me,  
     and holy is his name.  
L:    And his mercy is for those who fear him  
     from generation to generation.  
P:    He has shown strength with his arm;  
     he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
  their hearts;  
L:  He has brought down the mighty from their  
  thrones  
     and exalted those of humble estate;  
P:    He has filled the hungry with good things,  
     and the rich he has sent away empty.  
L:    He has helped his servant Israel,  
     in remembrance of his mercy,  
P:    As he spoke to our fathers,  
     to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”  

  

Anthem                    “Breath of Heaven” arr. Courtney 

Choir and Soloists:  Mary Ann Merritt and April DuBose 

                
I have traveled many moonless nights, 
Cold and weary with a babe inside. 
And I wonder what I’ve done. 
Holy Father, you have come and chosen me now 

To carry your Son. 
  

I am waiting in a silent prayer. 
I am frightened by the load I bear. 
In a world as cold as stone must I walk this path alone? 

Be with me now, be with me now. 
  

Breath of heaven, hold me together, 
Be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 
Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, 
Pour over me your holiness for you are holy, 
Breath of Heaven. 
  

Do you wonder, as you watch my face, 
If another should have had my place? 

But I offer all I am for the mercy of your plan 

Help me be strong, help me be, help me. 
  

Scripture Lesson  Psalm 146 

  

  

  

  

 Anthem                     “A Child Is Born”         arr. McDonald          
                        

God’s chosen people longed for their Deliverer 

The days were dark; oppression filled the land. 
Into this scene came Holy Word who took on flesh, 
And those with eyes to see said of this Man. 
  

A Child is born beyond all  our imaginings; 
A Child is born, fulfilling prophecy, 
And by His life, the world will see the face of God; 
And by His death, we’re forgiven and set free. 
  

The earth is tired; creation longs to be made new, 
And likewise, we were made for more than this, 
For in our hearts lie pieces of eternity 

To be awakened soon with heaven’s kiss. 
  

A Child is born beyond our wildest hopes and dreams 

A Child is born, redeeming history, 
And by His life, the world has seen the face of God; 
And by His death, we’re forgiven and set free. 
  

Sermon           Let God’s People Bow Down        Dr. Seel 
II.  The Lord Lifts Up Those Who Are Bowed Down  

  

Anthem        “The Winter Rose”                arr. Martin 

  

In the silence of the winter 

While stars shown high above, 
God sent from heaven’s garden  
A rose to show His love. 
It opened in the dark of night 

While the world was fast asleep. 
So perfect was its beauty, 
It made the heavens weep. 
  

The angels paused to wonder 

Upon that winsome sight. 
And kings and shepherds gathered 

To worship in its light. 
They all breathed in its beauty, 
A precious sweet perfume. 
And in the bleak midwinter 

The Rose began to bloom. 
  

O let us now remember 

When God put on the thorn. 
And love restored the garden 

And the winter Rose was born. 
  

O, Love restored the garden 

And the winter Rose was born. 
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Call for Offering 

  

Offertory Anthem    “Bethlehem Morning”     arr. Leavitt 
  

Bethlehem morning, dawn of a new day, 
Christ our beloved Savior is born. 
Heavenly angels joyfully singing, 
Light of creation sent from above. 
  

Shepherds and wise men come to adore Him, 
Bringing Him gifts and led by a star. 
Bethlehem morning, dawn of a new day,  
Help us to know you just as you are. 
  

Praise Him with singing! Praise Him with speaking! 

Praise Him in everything  that we do. 
Bethlehem morning, dawn of a new day, 
Blessing of love, now come into view. 

  

Anthem           “I Saw Three Ships” arr. Baldwin 

  

I saw three ships come sailing in, 
On Christmas day in the morning. 
  

And what was in those ships all three 

On Christmas day in the morning? 

  

The Virgin Mary and Christ were there 

On Christmas day in the morning. 
  

Then let us all rejoice and sing 

On Christmas day in the morning. 
  

And all the bells on earth shall ring 

On Christmas day in the morning. 
  

Anthem       “Cloth for the Cradle”                  arr. Bell 
  

Cloth for the cradle, cradle for the Child, 
The Child for our every joy and sorrow. 
Find him a shawl that’s woven by us all 
To welcome the Lord of each tomorrow. 
  

Darkness and light and all that’s known by sight, 
Silence and echo fading, weave into one 

A welcome for the Son  
Set earth its own Maker serenading. 
  

Hungry and poor, the sick and the unsure, 
Wealthy whose needs are stranger, 
Weave into one a welcome for the Son, 
Leave excess and want beneath that manger. 
  

Claimant and queen, wage earners in between, 
Trader and traveling preacher, 
Weave into one a welcome for the Son, 
Whose word brings new life to every creature. 

Wrinkled or fair, carefree or full of care, 
Searchers of all the ages, 
Weave into one a welcome for the Son, 
The Savior of shepherds and of sages. 

  

Prayer (Unison) 
  

Here is a place for you, Lord Jesus.  
Just as our hands have made it ready,  
so make our hearts ready 

to love and welcome you again, 
not in a manger, but in us. 
Make us your Bethlehem, 
where God comes down to his children 

and all things and all people 

are made new.  Amen. 
  

Anthem            “Shepherd’s Joy”                  arr. Hayes 

  

One quiet night when all was still, 
I saw a wondrous sight 
While tending sheep upon a hill 
One peaceful winter’s night: 
For in the sky there shone a light 

So glorious and bright. 
Behold an angel did appear 

Upon that special night. 
  

Glory to God! Glory to God on high! 
Messiah has come! 
Love has transformed this night! 
  

The angel said, “Now have no fear, 
I bring good news to all. 
A Savior now is born to you; 
Your God has heard your call; 
In Bethlehem in lowly manger 

Lying in a stall. 
Go worship him the newborn King; 
Before him humbly fall.” 

  

Then angels quickly filled the sky 

With glory all around, 
Praising God with joyful voice; 
I listened to their sound. 
Then all the shepherd went to where 

The Baby could be found, 
Then bowed in homage to the King 

Their faces on the ground. 
  

Benediction  
Postlude             “Highland Legend”                  arr. Moss 

Orchestra 
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Orchestra Members: 
 

Flute, Cara Fleming     Violin, Kathy Perry 

Oboe, Elizabeth Santi      Violin, Kira Follo 

Clarinet 1, Allan Nowell    Viola, Caroline Norris 

Clarinet 2, David Perry    Cello, Ethan Lee 

 

Trumpet, Tom Farrar     Percussion, Christa Lee 

French Horn, Betsy Meyers    Percussion, Eli Wilson 

Trombone, Garrett Young 

Trombone, John Farrar 

 

  

Adult Choir: 
Sopranos 

Tammy Darity 

Katie Kilborn 

Cheryl Ledford 

Mary Ann Merritt 

Danielle Nunnery 

Mollie Respass 

Molly Ulshafer 

Harriett Wacker 

Claudia York 

Altos 

Melanie Branham 

April DuBose 

Anna Goodwin 

Barbara Gutwein 

Anne Kilpatrick 

Tracey Lake 

Marge Moon 

Tenors 

John DuBose 

Steve Freeman 

Monty Oxendine 

Judy Seeley 

Vincent Weisner 

Basses 

Gregg Branham 

Wyatt Burnett 

Jon Kilborn 

Charlie McMillen 

Richard Mintz 

Director of Music, Robert Norris 

Organist, Marianne Norris 

Welcome to Easley Presbyterian Church 

 
VISITORS—If you are visiting today, we would like you to know that it is always a privilege to have you with 
us.  It is our hope that you will find a warm welcome and an atmosphere to worship God.  Please sign the    
Friendship Registry located in the pew! 



NURSERY STAFF 

Valerie Brock, Victoria Rose Brock,  

& Lindsey McAlister  

  

       CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

    (3-Year-Olds—1st Grade) 

SAFE  PLACE 

David Owen 

  

11:00 A.M. USHERS 

Greg Lucas, Head     Michael Baker, Assistant 
  

  

  

Upcoming at Easley Presbyterian 
Church 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR COLLEGE-AGE YOUNG ADULTS 

  

  

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 

 

  

  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 

5:30 pm - Christmas Caroling to EPC members.  Meal at Merrill’s following caroling. 

  

  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 

5:30 pm - Wonderful Wednesday Meal     6:15 pm - Live Nativity 

  

  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 (Christmas Eve) 
5:00 pm - Candlelight Service  8:00 pm - Communion & Candlelight Service 

     Nursery Provided.  

  


